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From the Directorõs Desk 

AAS Sofia  

Dear AAS Community,  

 I hope all of you have had a good week.  This is certainly a week 

to count our blessings.  Two of our students have found themselves in life 

threatening circumstances ð we wish these children a speedy recovery.  

For the families of these students we commit our unconditional support, 

assistance, and prayers.  Letõs all give the kids in our lives hugs! 

 We will reach the half -way mark in our school year next week.  

Middle and high school students will finish exams on Monday and report 

cards will be on their way home at the end of the month.  I hope all of us 

take a moment to reflect on the accomplishments of the first half of the 

school year and build on our strengths to improve areas of need.  This is a 

great time of year to reflect on work done to date and to LOOK at the 

work!  It is always fun to walk around the halls of the school and see the 

work of students ð through this work we can see the accomplishments of 

students.  I hope families take this opportunity to share the work they are 

doing.  

 AAS as an institution is constantly looking for ways to improve.  As 

this month comes to an end we will be asking our community to respond 

to a survey in our continuing effort to identify our strengths and improve 

where needed.  Thank you very much in advance for taking time to 

complete this survey when it comes to you.  

 Our mutual open dialogue is essential for a healthy community.  

We need to know how children are feeling and the best way to learn this 

is to listen and encourage them to talk.  Thank you to the many parents 

who share their feelings and thoughts with us every day ð your input is 

invaluable.  I am inspired daily by the smiles of children as they come to 

school and extend to all of them a HUGE hug.  

 Have a wonderful weekend.  

Sincerely,  

Jim Leahy, Director   
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Say Good Bye, Say Hello  
 

 Families come and go throughout the year in international communities 

such as ours. Perhaps a student in your childõs class is leaving this week, or 

another has recently arrived. Learning how to transition is a skill we can 

continue to improve and help our children learn.  

 If you will be leaving at the end of this school year, it is good to let your 

children know within a certain time range; one rule of thumb is one week for 

every year of your childõs age. So if your child is 10, talk to him or her 10 weeks 

ahead to start preparing.  

 In the meantime, when other families leave, you can use those 

moments to talk about some important points that will help prepare your 

children for your own move. For instance, ask how their moving classmate is 

handling the move; what things will they remember about the classmate; talk 

about ways they can say goodbye; where are they going and what will they 

have to look forward to; are there unresolved conflicts with the other child that 

should be dealt with? Oftentimes, children appreciate having pictures to look 

back on; if you give them a camera to start clicking shots of their school life 

and friends, there wonõt be a rush when departures happen.  

 This month, AAS says ôgoodbyeõ to 6 students in grades 1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 

and ôhelloõ to 7 new students in grades K, 1, 3, 5, 9. Wishing those that are 

leaving ôAll the Bestõ, and a big ôWelcomeõ to those arriving families!  

Please contact me if you would like to discuss more ways to help your children 

transition, or for other issues concerning your child.  

 

Warm Regards,  

Laura Giosh -Markov   LGiosh-Markov@aas -sofia.org   

K-8 Counselor, AAS  

BOOKS! 

 

 If you have any of my books sitting on your bedside table or bookshelves, 

please remember to return them so others can enjoy them!  

 I am looking for òLove and Logic for the Early Yearsó and òHelicopters, 

Drill Sergeants and Consultants.ó 

 Hope youõre enjoying borrowing the interesting materials I have to offer! 

 

http://www.aas-sofia.org/
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Dear AAS Families:  

 

 The week of January 25th -29th is Math Week at AAS!!  During this week 

we will be placing a special emphasis on having fun and learning new ways to 

look at math.  

 

 Some of the great activities taking place throughout the building will 

be: Riddle a Day, family math challenges, students as teachers of math 

games /activities at home, books about math, parent volunteers talking to 

students about how they use math in their jobs, older /younger students paired 

together to discover something exciting such as puzzles, games, and so much 

more!!  

 

 There will even be a parent workshop offered on mathematical 

concepts. Parents can get involved by contacting Jim Anderson or the 

classroom teacher.  

 

 So, put your math hat on, volunteer to present to students (contact your 

childõs teacher), attend the workshop and have fun in the evening with your 

child as the teacher while we all re -discover how to have fun with numbers!  

Foreign Education in Bulgaria  
 

 This monthõs topic of the English version of Manager Magazine ð 

Manage ɫ is entitled òLetõs Open the Doors to Foreign Education in Bulgariaó.   

 AAS is featured in the article which focuses on the role of 

foreign language schools in the country. The author puts em-

phasis on the difficulties which relocating expatriates and Bul-

garian families returning from abroad are facing when they are 

unable to find suitable schools for their children. The opposite 

situation is also discussed - when due to poor language skills chil-

dren are unable to adapt easily to education abroad. The arti-

cle gives an overview of the market of certified International schools in Bulgaria 

and suggests possible solutions for developing the Bulgarian secondary educa-

tion that are already adopted by other countries.  

 To read the full article in English, please visit www.manager.bg  and click 

on the top right side of the page.  

http://www.aas-sofia.org/
http://sofia.ceesa.net/
http://www.manager.bg
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Dear Mrs. Anderson,  

Dear Mrs. Dyer,  

 

  

 On behalf of the Tulip Foundation I would like to thank you again for 

the wonderful Christmas cards, which the children of your classes at the 

Anglo -American school in Bulgaria have made with your guidance and 

have sent to the Foundation shortly before the Christmas holidays. We were 

impressed by the quality, the colors, the imagination and the variety of 

ideas applied in the cards.  

 With this letter I would like to inform you and the young artists that, 

as I have said during my short talk to the children in September, we sent all 

the cards to children in two villages of the municipality of Pleven. These are 

children at first grade in the villages of Bukovlak and Disevitza. Most of the 

families of these children have difficulties in their daily life. Many children 

from the two villages are involved in the activities of a program of 

Prevention of dropping out of school. This project is run by a local charity 

organization with the support of Tulip Foundation. We will continue to 

support the children in these two villages (other villages as well)  in the next 

years with books, toys, school materials, pencils etc.  

 On the next page of the letter you can see two pictures with 

children from Bukovlak village.  The pictures present moments from 

festivities in the school a year ago.  

 We wish you and all your young students a happy New Year and a 

lot of health, success and inspiring moments in school.  

 

Best regards , 

Maria Petkova  

Director, Tulip Foundation  
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MUN-Model United Nation group has been accepted to travel to Qatar 

Wednesday January 27 to Monday February1. Thanks to Advisors: Mrs. 

Leahy and Mrs. Griffin.  

 

HS Knowledge Bowl team : They will prepare for their tournament in Vilnius, 

February 4 -7. Please return registration forms to coaches. Thanks to 

coaches Ms Angel and Ms. Rossi.  

 

MS Choir are preparing for their festival in Prague February 10 -14. Please 

return registration forms to Mr. Te Huki. Thanks to Mrs. Maggie and Ms. 

Mariana for preparing this group.  

 

HS Boys basketball -Next practice: Monday January 18 -3pm -4:45pm and 

Thursday 21 4pm -5:30pm. The players and coaches are preparing for their 

tournament in Belgrade March 10 -14. Players must see coaches the day 

before or the morning of the practice day if they cannot attend practice.  

 

HS Girls basketball : Next practice - Tuesday January 19 -4pm -5:30pm.The 

players and coaches are preparing for their tournament in Vilnius March 3 -

7. Players must see coaches the day before or the morning of the practice 

day if they cannot attend practice.  

 

HS Boys and Girls basketball teams will play the American College on 

Friday January 15 at the American College. Results will be published next 

week.  

 

MS Basketball for boys and Girls ñnext practice: Wednesday January 20 -

3pm -4:45pm. Players must see coaches the day before or the morning of 

the practice day if they cannot attend practice.  

 

The MS boys and girls and HS girlsõ basketball teams will travel to Belgrade 

by bus on Friday January 22 and return Saturday January 23. The teams will 

depart at 9am on Friday and return on Saturday between 7pm and 8pm. 

They will play matches on Friday and Saturday against teams from the 

International School of Belgrade. The students will be housed on Friday 

night with ISB students. Players received information regarding this trip. 

Please return registration forms to Mr. Te Huki.  

 

We have invited the MS boys and girlsõ basketball teams from the 

American International School of Bucharest to play matches against our 

MS teams, January 29 to January 31. The visitors will arrive Friday night -8pm 

and play matches on Saturday. We need to house the visitors Friday and 

Saturday and they will return home on Sunday. Players received 

information regarding this trip. Please return hosting forms to Mr. Te Huki. 

We will need beds for 40 students and we have received beds for 18 

students to date.  
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Co curricular : Session 2, lists are on Moodle. Week 2 went very and the 

weather has been kind. There will be no more changes to groups. If there are 

any parents who would like to assist with some of the activities, please contact 

me. I have some activities where the teacher in charge needs an extra pair of 

hands.  

 

Kindergarten  Webster  has swimming classes Tuesdays 2pm -4pm and 

Kindergarten de Coster Thursday 2pm -4pm. Please contact me if you have 

any questions regarding the swimming program.  

 

Swimming  classes  will begin next week for some of the grades.  

The Kg to Grade 10 students will be involved in our swimming program. The  

students will have 5 swimming lessons. Once the timetable is finalized, classes  

will be notified of their swimming dates and times. The classes will be taught by 

swimming instructors and staff from the PE department.  

 

We will travel to a pool at the Holiday Inn for Grades 3 to 10 and the Maxi 

Hotel pool for Kg to Grade 2.  

All students are expected to take part, as this is part of the PE curriculum. If 

you have any questions please contact us at school. Please check Moodle for 

schedule and needs.  

 

The students will need:  

A swimming cap.  

Flip flops to wear from changing room to pool.  

Warm clothing to wear to and from the pool  

Swimming goggles.  

Swimming suit and towel.  

 

Swimming Classes next week : 

Grade 10 - Tuesday January 19 -9:30am  

Grade 7 - Wednesday -January 20 -9:30am  

 

Ski Week is coming, February 15 -19. Information was sent out yesterday. I 

heard the snow is coming!?  

 

Please check Moodle  for updates and information. Check out the photo 

galleries of MS and HS camp, Inter house dance and HS boys and girls soccer 

in Athletics and Activities. Thanks to Alexander in Grade 10 for putting these 

together.  

 

We have tennis coaches available  for coaching over the winter. Contact 

Peter Nestov -0889585197 

 

If you have any queries feel free to contact me at any time at school.  

 

Murray Te Huki, mtehuki@aas -sofia.org  

Athletic and Activities Coordinator  

http://www.aas-sofia.org/
http://sofia.ceesa.net/
mailto:mtehuki@aas-sofia.org
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Car For Sale  
 

JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE, Type 2.7 CRD diesel 

Production year   July 2003 

Mileage   94.000; Color black, air -condition, leather seats  

Price   14000 Euro /negotiable/;  

 

Contact Christiane Szyszkowitz @ 9737555 or  0899102969  

Listening course  
 

Would you like to be a better listener?  

Come to the session at the Holy Trinity Church in Sofia  

Friday, Jan. 22  7 -10 pm (light supper provided)  

And Saturday, Jan 23    9 -12 am  

Contact Lydia Conley @ Conley.lidya@gmail.com  

PTO Wine Tasting 
   
Please "save the date" of Saturday, January 30th.  

A local Bulgarian Winery, The St. Sofia Country Club and the PTO will be hosting a wine 

tasting event.  

The event will be held from 8 -10:30pm at the beautiful St. Sofia Country Club.  

More details will follow.  

 

PTO Bake Sale 
 

The PTO will be having a bake sale on Friday - January 29. We will have lots of yummy 

treats for children and adults to buy. All donations go to the PTO.  

 

We will be organizing a family Ice Skating Day at Slavia Ice Skating Rink for March 13 ñ

watch for more details.  

 

If you are interesting in helping out with the Spring Fair the PTO needs YOU!   We will be 

meeting next week January 19th at 10am.  

 

Next PTO meeting is February 1 at 10 a.m.  

Ice Skating  
The US Embassy organized skating @the Slavia skating ring for January 2010.  

 

Dates:  

Jan. 17 ð 14:40  - 15:40 

Jan. 24 ð 14:40  - 15:40 

Jan. 31 ð 14:40  - 15:40 

 

Contact: WilmotHM@state.gov  for more info.  

http://www.aas-sofia.org/
http://sofia.ceesa.net/
mailto:Conley.lidya@gmail.com
mailto:WilmotHM@state.gov
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Important telephone numbers:  

 

Director:  Jim Leahy jleahy@aas -sofia.org  

 0887 262 836 

 

Cafeteria: (see link on AAS website to log in)  

      Mariana ( 0884-990-201) or 923 88 19 

 

Bus services:  
 Vladimir Peshov, coordinator   

 vpeshov@aas -sofia.org  

 0888-011222 

 

 
Security:  
 Tzvetan Bashev  

 tbashev@aas -sofia.org  

 0885 146 863 

 

 

AAS Store 
  Kiril Stoimenov kstoimenov@aas -sofia.org  

 Svetla Stoyanova  sstoyanova@aas -sofia.org  

 (H2O bottles, key chains, mugs, t -shirts, soccer socks)  

 

Co-Curricular (school phone)  

 Murray Te Huki mtehuki@aas -sofia.org  

 

 

Other Information  
Check AAS website www.aas -sofia.org ; weekly newsletter is available on 

our website.  
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