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 What an interesting week it has been both weather -wise and in 

educational terms. It looks like we will definitely have the snow we need for 

Ski Week and we canõt get the smile off Mr TeHukiõs face. Please check all 

the details which have been coming home regarding the organization of 

this wonderful event.  

 The Model United Nations representatives travelled to Qatar last 

week and returned on a high. The whole team performed with distinction 

and three students in particular were recognized with awards: Olympia - 

Most Likely to Join the Real UN; Alex - Best Delegate; Magdalina - Most 

Diplomatic.  

 Our MathCounts team did extremely well in Bucharest. We came 

third overall with Matyas (Gr7) placed third overall for individuals and 

Kohtaro placed fifth.  

 Finally, our CEESA HS Knowledge Bowl team flew to Vilnius and was 

thrilled after achieving second place. Apparently the competition went 

right down to the wire with the final question separating first and second 

place. Congratulations to all students and coaches involved in all the 

events.  

 Last Friday and Saturday, staff took the opportunity to work with Mr 

Jamie McKenzie, an educational consultant, who had a very important 

message in regards to how we view the information out there in the ether; 

the internet.  

 He began talking about the need to replace topical research with 

inquiry that matters - questions of import - challenges that require students 

to make answers instead of just finding them. He stressed the value of 

original thinking and proposed ways to grow the synthesis skills of students so 

they are capable of making up their own minds and inventing smart 

solutions to irksome issues and problems. Jamie McKenzie believes students 

are rarely challenged to dig down deep in order to create rich definitions of 

complex ideas. Teachers used much of the time to create a range of digital 

lessons that they will be able to apply in the classroom.  

 This week a small group of teachers, PTO members and I met with a 

representative from Scholastic Books. We are hoping that we will soon be 

able to offer some exciting news about the possibility of Scholastic Bookclub 

being offered at school. Stay tuned!  

 

Jim Anderson, janderson@aas -sofia.org  

ES principal  

Feb 10-14: MS Choir 

for their festival in 

Prague  

Feb 12: ES Assembly 

2:30-3:00 

Feb 15-19: Ski Week 
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 I would like to thank Ana Castro for taking over my duties while I was 

away on medical leave during the month of January.  I know the students 

were in capable hands.  There are quite a number of events coming up, 

especially for juniors (grade 11 - IB 1 students).  The college research process 

must begin.  Students are expected to register for the May SAT exam.  We will 

be holding a parent/student morning to be announced very shortly to get this 

entire college process off to a good start.  

 Seniors are getting ready for their final IB exams, preparing for our first 

ever graduation ceremony on Saturday May 29, 2010.  More details will be 

forthcoming.  If you have not heard, our students have been receiving many 

offers of admission from many international colleges.  I am both pleased and 

proud of their accomplishments.  

 From time to time information comes to me with regard to summer 

programs and scholarships.  I keep all of the information about summer 

programs in my office, and students and parents are welcome to review this 

information.  I do not make recommendations for appropriate summer 

programs, because each family need is unique.  I also get information about 

selective scholarship opportunities.  Here is one such example below, and this 

may be of interest for students in grades 7 -11. 

 Do you know any young expats looking for a scholarship?  

 Clements Internationalõs 2010 Expat Youth Scholarship is open to 

students ages 12 -18 of any nationality who have resided in a foreign country 

for at least two consecutive years. I 

 In the fall of 2010, Clements will be awarding scholarships to the 

winners of an essay and creative image contest. A total of $10,000 in 

scholarships will be awarded to six students in the following categories:  

Category 1 (Ages 12 -15) 

Category 2 (Ages 16 -18) 

 Please share this with any young expat you know who may be 

interested and visit expatyouthscholarship.com  for more information. The 

entry deadline is May 13, 2010 . 

 

Dr. Webster  

wwebster@aas -sofia.org  

http://www.aas-sofia.org/
http://sofia.ceesa.net/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102989753096&s=10752&e=001Fscojh41GH_EzLAyzedvburecoj_5it5t9G76xc7N7-OhtMfhFahYHsqEPS0JOtyrHhh3HDK3g_abscZ788jxxwfA-YzEw_vBP3SI_PpWigPrtGmFUMltUXFovMcb_QpDnkMoHA7nco=
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IB Corner  

The Anglo -American School of Sofia        

The International Baccalaureate Diploma Program   

 
 

Dear IB parents and students,  

 

 Our first semester report cards went out on Friday, January 29th.  I am 

proud to report our 54 IB2 scores (9 students, 6 grades each), and our 96 IB1re-

sults (16 students).  

 IB1 students have started their Extended Essay process.  They all have 

selected an extended essay advisor who will work with them to identify a solid 

research question and create a monthly schedule of mini -deadlines.  A com-

plete rough draft (3,500 -4,000 words) is due to their advisor by October 4th.  

 On the other hand, our IB2 students have finished both their Extended Essay and 

their TOK (Theory of Knowledge) essay.  Their TOK presentations will take place from February 

24th through March 2nd.   

 In my previous letter I mentioned the May 2010 examinations schedule and the Time 

Management publications in the IB Diploma News Moodle page.  It is important to review 

these, and to be aware of the academic commitments our IB2 students face.  The Mock 

examinations will take place on April 12 -16 (right after Spring Break), where we will mimic the 

real IB exam schedule as close as possible.  That means that IB2 students will take two full IB 

examinations per day; these examinations will count as their AAS final exam.  Believe it or 

not, the IB May exams are just 86 days away!  

 We will be offering a new IB1 class starting February 22nd:  IB Math Studies SL.  This 

course òis designed to build confidence and encourage an appreciation of mathematics in 

students who do not anticipate a need for mathematics in their future studies.ó (IBO Math 

Studies Guide, available in IB Diploma News Moodle page).  Math Studies SL is open to stu-

dents as per teacher recommendation.  

 We have also opened the stage for certificate vs. diploma status for our IB1 students:  

An IB diploma candidate student is enrolled in 3 HL, and 3 SL courses, and completes all IB 

Core requirements of TOK, EE, and CAS for submission to IBO.  We will now offer IB certificate 

candidates status to our IB1 students.  A certificate candidate student also takes 6 courses 

with the following changes:  

 

Student takes any combination of HL and SL courses, for a total of six.  

Performance in individual subjects leads to the award of an IB certificate (for that sub-

ject only).  

A student cannot subsequently apply these certificates toward the award of an IB 

Diploma.  

Student completes the òSenior Projectó [TOK, EE, and CAS for assessment by AAS Fac-

ulty & Staff] as a requirement for graduation.  

 

 Our CAS, Community / Action / Service program, is humming along.  Dr. Webster 

and Ms. Kalina, our CAS coordinators, continue to create a variety of in -house opportunities 

for each area.  Just this Saturday, IB students had the opportunity to earn service hours for 

baby -sitting faculty children during our Saturday professional development day; activity 

hours can be earned by attending ski week.  At this time, IB2 students should have NO MORE 

than 10 hours to complete in each area, while the IB1 students should have NO LESS than 10 

hours per area.  Please, check with your child: CAS progress reports were handed out last 

week.  

 Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any question regarding the IBDP.  

 

Sincerely,  

Ana C. Leahy ñIBDP Coordinator; aleahy@aas -sofia.org  

http://www.aas-sofia.org/
http://sofia.ceesa.net/
mailto:aleahy@aas-sofia.org
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Honor Roll  

Second Semester  
 

Congratulations to the following students that received òHigh Honorsó with a 

Grade Point Average (GPA) of 3.6 or higher for the first semester honor roll:  

Nathaniel , Magdalina, Harijs, Alexander, Caelie, Stephanie, Boyana, Olympia,  

Stela, Ella, Celine, Sorcha, Mira, Tea, Iva, Rayana and Lucia .  

 

In addition, congratulations to the following students that received òHonorsó with 

a Grade Point Average (GPA) of 3.3 -3.59 or higher for the first semester honor roll:  

Sofia , Matej , Jamie , Martin , Atanas and Asparuh.  

 

These students can be very proud of their academic achievements and 

accomplishments the first semester.  

 

Bill Corey  

Deputy Director  

 

The MS MathCounts  
team had a very successful trip to Bucharest last week with strong individual 

performances that led to AAS placing 3rd 

overall.  Congratulations to Jonathan , 

Kohtaro (who placed 5th for individuals), 

Radi and Matyas (who placed 3rd for indi-

viduals and took home the bronze medal).  

  

Well done Mathletes!  

 

Regards from the Math Dept.  

 

 

http://www.aas-sofia.org/
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ES news 

 The last time I wrote in the newsletter I had some feedback about the pertinence of 

the reminders about the dangers of unrestricted access to the internet and other electronic 

communication devices. This link, sent in by a parent, has several thought provoking articles 

about this topic. It is well worth taking the time to look over them and ponder their message.  

http://roomfordebate.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/01/28/wired -kids-negligent -parents/  

 Whilst I am on the topic of the New York Times, I was lucky enough to come across 

another interesting article by Susan Engel, once again, via one of our parents. This one dis-

cusses the Obama administrationõs moves to revisit what education should be like and talks 

about what is important in schools. I reprint some excerpts here for your pleasure. I should 

mention that the parent who sent this in felt that we were doing a very good job when con-

sidering what is important for our students. Happy reading!  

 Our current educational approach ñ and the testing that is driving it ñ is completely 

at odds with what scientists understand about how children develop during the elementary 

school years and has led to a curriculum that is strangling children and teachers alike. Simply 

put, what children need to do in elementary school is not to cram for high school or college, 

but to develop ways of thinking and behaving that will lead to valuable knowledge and skills 

later on.  

 So what should children be able to do by age 12, or the time they leave elementary 

school? They should be able to read a chapter book, write a story and a compelling essay; 

know how to add, subtract, divide and multiply numbers; detect patterns in complex phe-

nomena; use evidence to support an opinion; be part of a group of people who are not their 

family; and engage in an exchange of ideas in conversation. If all elementary school students 

mastered these abilities, they would be prepared to learn almost anything in high school and 

college.  

 In our theoretical classroom, children would also spend a short period of time each 

day practicing computation ñ adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing. Once children 

are proficient in those basics they would be free to turn to other activities that are equally 

essential for math and science: devising original experiments, observing the natural world 

and counting things, whether they be words, events or people. These are all activities chil-

dren naturally love, if given a chance to do them in a genuine way.  

 What they shouldnõt do is spend tedious hours learning isolated mathematical formu-

las or memorizing sheets of science facts that are unlikely to matter much in the long run. Sci-

entists know that children learn best by putting experiences together in new ways. They con-

struct knowledge; they donõt swallow it.  

 During the school day, there should be extended time for play. Research has shown 

unequivocally that children learn best when they are interested in the material or activity 

they are learning. Play ñ from building contraptions to enacting stories to inventing games ñ 

can allow children to satisfy their curiosity about the things that interest them in their own 

way. It can also help them acquire higher -order thinking skills, like generating testable hy-

potheses, imagining situations from someone elseõs perspective and thinking of alternate solu-

tions. 

 A classroom like this would provide lots of time for children to learn to collaborate 

with one another, a skill easily as important as math or reading. It takes time and guidance to 

learn how to get along, to listen to one another and to cooperate. These skills cannot be 

picked up casually at the corners of the day.  

 The reforms suggested by the [Obama] administration have the potential to help 

liberate our schools. But they can only do so much. Our success depends on embracing a 

curriculum focused on essential skills like reading, writing, computation, pattern detection, 

conversation and collaboration ñ a curriculum designed to raise childrené 

 The full article can be accessed at: http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/02/

opinion/02engel.html?ref=opinion  

Susan Engel is a senior lecturer in psychology and the director of the teaching program at 

Williams College.  

 

Jim Anderson,  

Elementary Principal  

http://www.aas-sofia.org/
http://sofia.ceesa.net/
http://roomfordebate.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/01/28/wired-kids-negligent-parents/
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/02/opinion/02engel.html?ref=opinion
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/02/opinion/02engel.html?ref=opinion
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International Day Request  
  

The AAS community is composed of 43 different nationalities and 

during the week of March 22 to March 26.  We would love to spotlight 

as many as possible as part of our lead up to International Day on 

March 26.    Is there a Canadian out there who could demonstrate 

curling or someone who could teach how to play cricket?  Any henna 

artists, musicians, storytellers, international bankers, Buddhists,  Hindus or  

Muslims?  Weõd love to give you the chance to show your talents!  The 

International Day committee has planned two venues to let students experience the 

diversity of cultures at AAS.   

Venue One : Spotlights from 12:15 to 12:45 on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday (March 22 -25) for the entire school.  The spotlights can be music, dance, craft 

demonstrations, show and tell, or maybe you have a unique idea that demonstrates a 

nationality.  

Venue Two : On Friday March 26 we would like to have a series of international activities 

that students can participate in.  These activities may be learning a new language, 

writing, dance, games, playing a musical instrument or ANYTHING THAT SPOTLIGHTS A 

NATIONALITY.  We are open to new and different ideas!   

These are just a few ideas:  

Cultural Dance; Cooking demonstration;  Henna; Clothing (example: how to wear a 

kimono; Games; Storytelling; Flower Arranging; Music; Calligraphy (Chinese, Japanese, 

Arabic, Hindu) ; Crafts; Sport (examples: Kendo, Fencing, Kung -fu)  

For Upper School : Individuals on Friday afternoon to lead discussion on international 

business relations, international banking, refugees, differences in law systems, discussion of 

different religions (examples: Islam, Hinduism, Buddhist, Christianity, others). As always, 

other ideas are welcome!  

We are open to ideas and discussion.  We want to embrace the talents of our AAS 

community.   If you can volunteer to lead an activity or be involved in a lunch time 

demonstration please contact us via email at: dholloway@aas -sofia.org  or fill out the 

sheet below and return it with your child to their homeroom teacher.  

 

------------------------------------detach here ------------------------------- 

Your Name :_____________________________ 

Activity : ________________________________ 

Contact # or email : ___________________________ 

http://www.aas-sofia.org/
http://sofia.ceesa.net/
mailto:dholloway@aas-sofia.org
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French Corner  

Mardi Gras at the French School  
 

 On the 9th of February we visited the French school òVictor Hugoó, and gave our 

presentations about Le Carnaval de Mardi Gras.  

 

Le Carnaval de Binche  

 Binche is located in Belgium.  The Carnaval de Binche celebrates òMardi Grasó, Fat Tues-

day . For the presentation, three of us dressed up with traditional costumes of the carnival, 

and one of us just wore a hat. One of us dressed up as the Gilles who is the principal of the 

carnival. He had a mask, a bell, and a white scarf on the head. The other two dressed up as 

lõArlequin and le Pierrot. 

By Reut, Matyas, Edgars and Eleni  

 

Le Carnaval de Quebec  

The Carnaval de Quebec is celebrated in Quebec, during winter. It is a carnival which is 

mostly made out of snow and ice. There are giant snow sculptures and fun activities for chil-

dren, adults and even dogs. There is a snowman which greets the people and walks around 

to cheer them up, he is called the ò Le Bonhomme de carnavaló which literally means ògood 

man of snowó.  Our presentation of this carnival included the main song called òLe chanson 

de Carnaval de Quebecó. Dina and Mara danced and sang to the song. Radi dressed up 

as the snowman (bonhomme de neige) and Kendra presented the history of the carnival. 

The Carnaval is the biggest winter carnival in the world. The people there do different activi-

ties, including a snow bath and rafting on snow! They have a lot of fun. In fact, people there 

have so much fun that we had fun presenting it and not even being there!!!  

By Dina, Mara, Kendra and Radi  

 

Le Carnaval de Dunkerque  

Dunkirk holds the largest and most popular carnival in Northern Europe. It lasts for 6 ð 12 

weeks. The people attending it, wear colorful outfits and hold very long umbrellas. The men 

have to dress like women, and the women have to be dressed in bright and vibrant colors. 

There's a lot of live music in the streets. A fantastic parade passes through the center of Dun-

kirk. There is also a tradition in which there have to be giants that all represent the legendary 

giant Reuze. People there throw raw fish down, from their apartments, at the people in the 

parade.  

By Peter 

 

Le Carnaval de Nice  

The Carnival of Nice is the oldest festival in France. People dress up and throw confetti, flow-

ers, flour, eggséThere are more than 1 million visitors. It will take place from the 12th to 18th 

of February 2010.  

By Mari, Hievda and  Rosalyn  

 

http://www.aas-sofia.org/
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Summer School  
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