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Dear AAS Community,  

 

 We have had a wonderful 2 nd  week of school as you will see 

highlighted in this issue of our Newsletter.  Thank you for taking time to read 

through the material here as we hope to use this newsletter to highlight 

many of the wonderful things happening here at AAS.  

 A special òthank youó goes out to our PTO for the Welcome Back 

BBQ last Saturday ð it was great to see so many of our community out 

enjoying a sunny and warm day!  If you were unable to get into school for 

the Open House that preceded the BBQ, please take a moment to visit with 

teachers or to send an e -mail of introduction.  We want to actively promote 

parent -teacher -student dialogue throughout the year.  

 AAS is constantly seeking ways to involve parents in the program at 

school.  Can you help?  Would you like to share your profession or expertise 

with students by being a guest presenter?  Perhaps you would like to read 

stories to children?  Would you like to act in a play or sing in a choir?  Are you 

available to occasionally be a substitute teacher?  If any of the above (or 

something we havenõt thought of) interests you, please contact Maria 

Mihailova ( mmihailova@aas -sofia.org ) in the Community Affairs Office.  

Weõd love to have YOU be a part of our program! 

 This Saturday will see the return of Junior Soccer starting at 10AM.  

This is one example of how the facilities here at AAS are being used when 

school is not actively in session.  We are very open to working with groups 

from our community who would like to use the AAS campus ð sometimes 

there is a small fee to offset the costs of maintenance and cleaning.  If this is 

of interest to you, please contact our Activities Coordinator and Athletic 

Director, Shelley Wowchuk ( swowchuk@aas -sofia.org ). 

 September seems to have brought on some cooler weather ð please 

remember to send children to school with sweaters and rain gear.  Our òlost 

and foundó is located in the lobby of the school and is the first place one 

should look when any of the gear you send to school doesnõt make it home.  

IF ITEMS ARE CLEARLY LABELLED WITH NAMES, THEN THEY WILL BE DELIVERED 

DIRECTLY TO CLASSROOMS!  Periodically we will gather all of the lost items 

and donate them to charity ð thank you for checking this when you are on 

campus.  

 Have a great weekend.  

 

Sincerely,  

Jim Leahy, Director  
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IB News 

 

The International Baccalaureate Diploma Program  

Anglo -American School of Sofia  
 

 

Our IB2 students, along with four students from Meridian 22, engaged in a two -day 

required experimental session this Wednesday and Thursday.  The sciences are 

known as Group 4 in the IB Diploma Program hexagon; the Group 4 Project ò is a 

collaborative activity where students from different group 4 subjects work together 

on a scientific or technological topic, allowing for concepts and perceptions from 

across the disciplines to be shared.ó   

 

Although students worked from 8:30 to 3:00 pm both days, only ten hours of 

laboratory work are allocated for this project.  The G4P is divided into 3 stages: 

planning, action and evaluation.  This yearõs topic was EGGS, and that is all the 

information the students get to plan an activity both in terms of what materials to 

use, and what procedure to follow, execute their plan to obtain sound 

quantitative and qualitative data, and finally process such data to reach 

reasonable conclusions.  The marathonic 13 -hour activity culminated with the 

creation of a poster that summarizes their research and findings.  

 

Come see these posters on display outside the science rooms.  

 

Mrs. Leahy, Mrs. Henderson  

G4 teachers  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aas-sofia.org/
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ES Principalõs Letter 

 Two weeks ago we welcomed many new and returning students with 

beaming smiles and Iõm pleased to say that this is still the case at school every-

day.  

 Over the last two weeks we have been clearly focusing on building a 

community of learners who look after each other and are aware of their many 

responsibilities. One way we have done this is to focus on rules and behavior 

guidelines during assemblies. Last week, Ms Burnsõ class, in our K-5 assembly, 

showed us what respect looks and sounds like and how we should treat each 

other.  

Safety remains a high priority as we continue to seek ways to minimize acci-

dents around the school. All classes have been having PE lessons on the play 

equipment and been practicing the correct way to use the equipment. Class-

room teachers have also emphasised all aspects of safety relevant to being in 

a school environment.  A look at our posters around the school helps explain 

our guidelines for this area.  

 We have been trialling a new dismissal procedure and, if needed, will 

further refine this as time goes on. As we have experienced some crowding in 

hallways we are now asking parents or drivers, who are picking up children 

from Kinder to Grade 3, to wait in the downstairs foyer until your children are 

escorted to you. If you are not there to greet them Ms Deanna Christova will be 

helping to supervise them in the foyer. She will also be contacting parents if 

needed.  

 The arts play an important role in any well rounded education and this 

week we were thrilled to witness The Dustbusters, a bluegrass band, supported 

by the US embassy arts program. Children were able to stamp, clap and hoot 

ônõ holler their way through a variety of toe tapping tunes played on a mix of 

traditional instruments. These included the guitar, fiddle, mandolin, banjo and a 

hybrid ukulele/banjo.  

 In a technologically changing world and one that is increasingly be-

coming aware of scarce resources it should come as no surprise that schools 

should take the lead in becoming environmentally ògreenó. We hope to cut 

down on paper waste by utilizing electronic communication forms where possi-

ble. After face to face meetings, one of the key ways we intend to communi-

cate with parents is through the use of Moodle. If you have not yet found out 

how to use the Moodle interface please talk to your childõs teacher. In the 

event of a forced school closure this will be the main avenue through which we 

will continue to provide school instruction.  

 Please remember that communication for us is a priority. Do not hesitate 

to contact your childõs classroom teacher should you have any concerns. A 

simple chat or a phone call to clarify any issue can often save us all many hours 

of worry. Please enjoy the weekend.  

 

Jim Anderson, janderson@aas -sofia.org  

ES Principal  

http://www.aas-sofia.org/
http://sofia.ceesa.net/
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Events @ AAS 

Business consultant Bill Mays visited IB2 Business and Management class  
 

 This Tuesday we had Mr. Bill Mays, an experienced Business consult-

ant , who lead a discussion during Mr. Reynoldõs and Ms. Keeneyõs IB Busi-

ness and Management class.  

 Mr. Mays has over 15 years of experience, 12 of which  working inter-

nationally managing companies, projects, and consulting in Afghanistan, 

Albania, Bulgaria, Croatia, FYROM, Germany, Hungary, Montenegro, Paki-

stan, Serbia, and Kosovo. He has specialized in Business and SME Develop-

ment, Competitiveness, Preparation of Business Plans, Project Finance and 

Management, Value Chains, Restructuring, and Training.  

 During the discussion, the IB 2 students shared their experience from 

working on case studies. They sought solutions to real challenges in the fields 

of finance, purchasing, sales and marketing that Bulgarian companies cur-

rently face. Mr. Mays was impressed by the complexity of studentsõ tasks 

and encouraged them to come up with creative solutions and bravely pro-

pose them to the company managers.  

 

 

 

http://www.aas-sofia.org/
http://sofia.ceesa.net/
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Counselorõs Corner 

 

WELCOME New and Returning Families!  
 

New and Returning Parents are welcome to these meetings to meet others, share 

experiences, get information, and network.  

If youõre not able to make one of our meetings, please contact me for any con-

cerns you might have about your familyõs transition to Bulgaria, or other questions 

regarding your child/ren at our school.   

 

Warm Regards,  

Laura Giosh -Markov,  LGiosh-Markov@aas -sofia.org                                                                                                        

School Counselor K -8 

 

 

Parent Meetings  

 

Tues. Sept. 7  12:30   Teacherõs Conference Room (2nd Floor) 

Fri.  Sept. 10    8:30  Teacherõs Conference Room (2nd Floor) 

 

If possible, please confirm which meeting youõll attend. Please write to:  

LGiosh-Markov@aas -sofia.org   

 

ȴȹɀȺȼȸȬɂȴȺȹȹȴ ȽȼȱɅȴ ȳȬ ȹȺȮȴȾȱ ȽȱȸȱȵȽȾȮȬ  (əɌ ȭɦɗɏɌɜɝɖɔ) 

 

Ȼɚəɑɐɑɗəɔɖ- 06.09 (ȽɑɛɞɑɘɎɜɔ)         8:30   ȿɣɔɞɑɗɝɖɌ ɝɞɌɫ ( ɑɞɌɒ Ɏɞɚɜɔ) 

ȽɜɫɐɌ- 08 .09 (ȽɑɛɞɑɘɎɜɔ)                  14:00  ȿɣɔɞɑɗɝɖɌ ɝɞɌɫ ( ɑɞɌɒ Ɏɞɚɜɔ) 

LGiosh-Markov@aas -sofia.org  

 

Warm Regards,  

 

Laura Giosh -Markov                                                                                                          

School Counselor K -8 

http://www.aas-sofia.org/
http://sofia.ceesa.net/
mailto:LGiosh-Markov@aas-sofia.org?subject=LGiosh-Markov@aas-sofia.org
mailto:LGiosh-Markov@aas-sofia.org?subject=LGiosh-Markov@aas-sofia.org
mailto:LGiosh-Markov@aas-sofia.org
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 Last Tuesday we had a wonderful opportunity to hear and see a life per-

formance of bluegrass music. The òDust Bustersó, a group of four college stu-

dents from US, visited our school on their way to òApolloniaó festival. Our stu-

dents enjoyed listening, clapping and stepping with the beats of the songs. They 

also learned about the acoustic instruments used in this style of music and some 

facts about the history and philosophy of the style. Middle and high school stu-

dents were amazed by the performance which integrated a wide range of old -

time songs, ballads, fiddle tunes and jug band blues.  

 We are looking forward for hear and learn more about diversity of cul-

tures through arts.  

 If you would like to share your musical talent with us, please contact to 

make an arrangement.  

 

Maggie Vassileva  

Grades 4 -10 music teacher  

MVassileva@aas -sofia.org  

 

 

 

For grades 4 and 5 only!  
 

Dear Parents,  

 

 For successful development of our music band Iõd like to ask for your 

assistance at the beginning of the school year to remind your child to bring his/

her recorder to school for every music class.  

Grade 4 students ð every Wednesday and Thursday.  

Grade 5 students ð every Monday and Tuesday.  

 You can obtain a second recorder òto stay at homeó for daily practice 

from the local music stores, or borrow a used one from school.  

Please contact me with any questions and suggestions.  

 

Ms. Maggie,  

Music teacher  

http://www.aas-sofia.org/
http://sofia.ceesa.net/
mailto:MVassileva@aas-sofia.org
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Security Officer advices:  

If you are a new family or a returning family with a changed license plate 

number, please stop by the front desk to fill in a form for a gate pass.  

Gate passes are issued per family bearing the name of the AAS youngest 

student.  

 

T. Bashev,  

Delta force  

tbashev@aas -sofia.org  

School Administration kindly reminds:  

Students are not allowed to leave campus earlier than regular dismissal 

hours.  Permission to leave early must be communicated by parents in writ-

ing.  If a note is not possible, then AAS offices must be informed as early as 

possible via phone or e -mail.  

In those cases the Front desk officer issues a dismiss slip which is handed to 

Security as you leave school premises.  

Thank you.  

Dear,  Parents and Students of AAS,  

  

Saturday Soccer will start again from Saturday 4th September. We 

start at 10am on the school soccer field and finish around mid-

day. In the event of any rain we will go inside and use the school 

gymnasium. Please ensure the children have appropriate football 

shoes for the weather conditions and that they bring some water. 

Children of all ages are welcome. We have again secured the 

services of a professional football coach from the U15 and U21 

Bulgarian international team. The cost of the morning is 10 leva 

per family. If you have any questions please call me on 

+359889521365. 

  

Kind Regards,   

Gary Metcalfe  

http://www.aas-sofia.org/
http://sofia.ceesa.net/
mailto:tbashev@aas-sofia.org
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Important contact information:  

 
Reception: Ivanka Papazova  

Tel: (+359 2) 923.8810, 11;        

Fax: (+359 2) 923.8859 

  ipapazova@aas -sofia.org  

 

Director: Jim Leahy     

jleahy@aas -sofia.org  

 

Directorõs Secretary: Elise Staevska 

Tel: (+359 2) 923.8812  

estaevska@aas -sofia.org                                             

 

ES Principal: Jim Anderson    

janderson@aas -sofia.org  

 

MS/HS Principal: Lee Ann Griffin     

lagriffin@aas -sofia.org  

 

IB Coordinator: Ana Leahy  

aleahy@aas -sofia.org  

   

College and HS Counselor:     K-8 Counselor: LGiosh-Markov  

David Stephenson     lgiosh-markov@aas -sofia.org  

dstephenson@aas -sofia.org  

 

Athletics and Co -Curricular:    Bus coordinator: Kiril Krainov  

Shelley Wowchuk      (+359) 889 901 916   

swowchuk@aas -sofia.org    kkrainov@aas -sofia.org   

 

Registrar: Dola Kay     Admissions / Alumni: Maria Mihailova  

dkay@aas -sofia.org     mmihailova@aas -sofia.org  

 

Cafeteria: Mariana     Security: Tzvetan Bashev  

  Tel: (+359)884990201;    (+359) 885 146 863  

  (+359 2) 923 88 19     tbashev@aas -sofia.org  

 
AAS Store: Svetla Stoyanova   

sstoyanova@aas -sofia.org  
  
Note: To contact a member of staff by telephone, please call the  reception number. Staff 

emails are available from our website: www.aas -sofia.org/contact .  

 

Please visit our website on www.aas -sofia.org   to find the latest information about our 

school.  

 

Become  a fan of the Anglo -American School of Sofia   on Facebook or 

follow @AAS_Sofia  on Twitter.  

 

http://www.aas-sofia.org/
http://sofia.ceesa.net/
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mailto:jleahy@aas-sofia.org
mailto:estaevska@aas-sofia.org
mailto:janderson@aas-sofia.org
mailto:LAGriffin
mailto:aleahy@aas-sofia.org
mailto:ALeahy@aas-sofia.org
mailto:aleahy@aas-sofia.org
mailto:ALeahy@aas-sofia.org
mailto:lgiosh-markov@aas-sofia.org
mailto:dstephenson@aas-sofia.org
mailto:mtehuki@aas-sofia.org
mailto:vpeshov@aas-sofia.org
mailto:dkay@aas-sofia.org
mailto:Dkay@aas-sofia.org
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mailto:tbashev@aas-sofia.org
mailto:mmihailova@aas-sofia.org
http://www.aas-sofia.org/contact
http://www.aas-sofia.org/
http://www.facebook.com/?ref=logo#!/pages/Sofia-Bulgaria/The-Anglo-American-School-of-Sofia/309109902978?ref=ts&__a=9&ajaxpipe=1
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The President of 

Rotary Club Sofia 

International, Iain 

Greive, visiting 

AAS. 

http://www.aas-sofia.org/
http://sofia.ceesa.net/

