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) has a New Face!

The Grand Opening of the New AAS Own Home,
AAS families and friends celebrated this historical moment.

What beftter present could the Anglo-American School of Sofia have for the start of
the new school year, in a moment when Bulgaria is preparing to enter the European
Union and on the eve of its 40t anniversary?

On September 10, 2006, the entire AAS community, previous students and families,
friends and business partners celebrated the grand opening of the new state-of-
the-art home of AAS. Their excellences Ambassador Beyrle, Ambassador Hill, the
Mayor of Sofia Boiko Borissov, and the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Gergana
Grancharova welcomed everyone and congratulated AAS on this achievement.

“This school i s a symbol of the significance
i nvest ment s. It i s an expression of our i nve
Ambassador John Beyrle said in his greeting at the ceremony.

Accredited by the Council of International Schools and New England Association of
Schools and Colleges, AAS represents the best practices and teaching methods in
international education in Bulgaria. Offering an instructional program from Pre-
kindergarden to Grade 8 in previous years, AAS has now opened a Grade ? class.
With this addition, the school is committed to develop its curriculum to a full high
school program in the next few years.

With over 42 nationalities and 39 years of advancement in Bulgaria, the new school
complex of the Anglo-American School is an outstanding combination of modern
style and Bulgarian Revival architecture. The new facility provides students with all
the necessary space, light, comfortable classrooms, and at the same time, keeps
the feeling of home, learning comfort and aesthetical warmth inside and outside
the building.



The school has a huge and
bright gym now & not only
spacious, but also providing
natural light through its unique
sky-light structure on the roof.
Most of the classrooms on the
second floor pro-vide extra
natural light through the roof
during the entire school day.
Rainwater and underground
water are captured and
drained into a retentfion pond.
The water from the retention
pond will be used for watering
the playgrounds. Mr. Eric Larson,
Director of AAS, hopes to
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Next to the retenfion pond,

there is a regulation size soccer field, which will be ready for use next spring. There
are also new tennis courts situated near the pond. The lower school playground
facility offers the children a rich variety of opportunities to play.

Sixteen solar panels preheat water, allowing constant provision of hot water for the
children. The basement ceiling is exposed so the students are able to see the water
pipes and the construction of the building. Every detail is planned to be used for the
sake of education.

Another accent of the building is the great new library 6 a large 300 sg. m space,
situated in the front part of the campus. The new Library offers children much more
space to read, a separate center for students and parents on a mezzanine, and a
small conference room for video watching.

Surrounded by a ring of mountains and stunning views, with devoted teachers,
utilizing the best international education practices, AAS is ready to take a leading
role in the advancement of education in Bulgaria. As an international school AAS
intends to support the Bulgarian education sys-tem in its efforts to meet the
educational standards of the expanding European Union.

Wi thout doubt, AASO6 future is bright.

Maria Mihailova, Community Affairs and School Development
tel: 923 8822, email: mmihailova@aas-sofia.org
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