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Care for the Community: 

 

ά²Ŝ wŀƛǎŜ ! {ƻŎƛŀƭƭȅ 

Responsible New 

DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέ 
 

Brief Project Summary  

The AAS Community service program was established in 1995  

and started as a simple initiative of a teacher who supported an 

orphanage in Bulgaria. Fourteen years later it grew to a complex  

and broad program of activities in which AAS students and staff 

take part on a volunteer basis. 

 

Project Aim 

Educating the heart is as important as educating the brain. 

Community Service instills in students, teachers and staff, 

respect and tolerance for others, an understanding and caring 

attitude, and confidence that they can positively contribute to a 

better world.  

 

Project Target Group 

IƻǎǇƛŎŜ άaƛƭƻǎŀǊŘƛŜέΣ CŀƛǘƘΣ IƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ [ƻǾŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 

Children, Baby Orphanage in Mladost, Baby Orphanage in Zone 

B-5, Elderly Peoples Home in Zone B5, School for the Deaf and 

Hearing Impaired in Buckston, 75 School for Roma children in 



 

      The Anglo-American School of Sofia Community Service           3 

CŀŎǳƭǘŜǘŀΣ ά!ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƻǾǎƪŀέ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ tǳƭƳƻƴƻƭƻƎȅ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΤ 

Pancharevo State School, the State school in Gnilyane . 

 
 

Project Duration  

14 years and counting - Every year a committee of volunteers 

draft a community service calendar of events for the school 

year. Committee communicates the events to different classes 

and teachers and assist s with coordinating the activities. 

 
 

Project Partners  

AAS parents 
 
 

Involvement 

All Students and staff of AAS. 
 
 

Project Activities 

There are two types of activities: individual class projects and 

school wide projects. 
 
 

Individual class projects:  Each class is paired with a άbuddyέ 

group. The pairs participate in activities together during the 

school year. The AAS class visits their buddies or the buddies are 

invited to come to AAS and engage in a class activity together. 

Examples of individual activities are:  

 

 DǊŀŘŜ м Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƘŜ 9ƭŘŜǊƭȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΣ ǎƛƴƎ ǎƻƴƎǎ ƻǊ 

just chat with the residents. Next, Elderly people visit 

AAS and make cookies, banitsa or martenitsas together; 

 

 Grade  8 students visit Hospis Milosardie. They provide 

companionship to the elderly and sick patients and  

perform plays in Bulgarian for entertainment; 
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 AAS Grade 5 has a math class together with Grade 5 

class in the 75th Roma school in Faculteta; After lessons 

they play basketball or football together;  

 The deaf and hearing impaired students, play different 

sports or have an art class together the AAS class; 

 Middle School and High School grades visit the Baby 

orphanages and spend play time together. The students 

organize a party that includes suitable music for the 

babies; 

 ά{ǘǊŜŜǘέ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ from the FHL center come to AAS and 

have art or drama activities together with  AAS students. 

 

School Wide Projects: 

Faith Hope and Love Center 

In 2004-2005, Grade 4 class raised money for a new playground 

for the street children in the Faith Hope and Love Center. The 

students advertised their project regularly in the Weekly 

newspaper. They met and made personal requests for 

donations from corporate companies as well. At the end of the 

year they had raised BGL 30 000 leva. 

 

Tsunami Victims Initiative  

Within a month after the Tsunami Disaster, AAS student council 

organized a number of fundraising activities and raised 3000 

leva, which they donated to the Bulgarian Red Cross for the 

Tsunami Relief Fund.  Activities organized were: 

 A concert every week in January 2005 for parents and 
teachers, charging an entrance fee;  

 A photo exhibition on Tsunami topics made visitors aware of 
the tragedy and encouraged them to participate in the 
campaign.  

 Home Chores - Grade 3-4 were paid for extra housework 
done at their homes then donated the profits to the 
Tsunami fund.  
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 Grade 2 printed a calendar with their artworks and sold 
them in school.   

 ¢ƘŜ ƪƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƳŀŘŜ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ά{ǘƻǘƛƴƪƛέ-jars from big 
mineral water bottles, put them at the entrance hall of the 
school and collected coins during the entire month.  

 Parents also helped the cause offering cookies and cakes at 
a bake sale organized during recess time.  

 

 

 

 

Harvest Food Drive  

During this campaign students and staff donate non-perishable 

food items such as rice, beans, peas, lentils, flower, sugar, 

cooking oil, tins food, biscuits, powder milk, diapers and 

toiletries. Once all the products are collected an equal number 

of boxes of products are delivered by AAS students to the buddy 

homes. Each campaign yields approximately 1800 lv. 

 

 

 

Christmas Tree Project  

The AAS Christmas Tree is decorated with colorful angels rather 

that Christmas toys. Each angel bears the name of an AAS buddy 

either from a home, orphanage or school. Every child from 

school picks an angel from the tree. By mid December the 

student brings a new present to the person on the angel card. 

On an organized class trip to the buddy home, students give the 

ƴŜǿ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎκ ƘŜǊ άŀƴƎŜƭέΦ ±ŀƭǳŜ ƛǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ 

about 2,700 lv every year. 

 

 
 

  



 

      The Anglo-American School of Sofia Community Service           6 

 
Roma Students Raise aƻƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ŀƴŎŜǊ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 

The students from 75th T. Kableshkov School in Faculteta joined 

AAS and raised 160 leva, which they donated to Terry Fox 

Cancer Research Foundation. AAS students donated another 

800 leva (raising the funds by selling Terry Fox T-shirts). The 

Roma students received a free T-shirt as a gift for their civil 

responsibility. The celebration finished with a concert, 

basketball and football matches, and the balls used for the 

matches were left as presents to the classes of the Roma school. 

 
¢ƘŜ ŦƭƻƻŘŜŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ άIǊƛǎǘƻ .ƻǘŜǾέ ƛƴ DƴƛƭȅŀƴŜΣ bƻǾƛ LǎƪŀǊ 
A flooded school in Gnilyane, Novi Iskar was also supported by 
the CSP. The AAS middle school organized a raffle with prizes 
and a popcorn sale to raise funds for the renovation of the 
school. By June 2006 the students raised 1600 leva, which 
assisted in the re-plastering of 4 school classrooms and part of 
the school gym. The wall decoration was painted by AAS 
students. In addition, AAS students brought food and 
detergents for the students, whose houses were severely 
damaged by the flood.   
 
Alexandrovska Children Pulmonology Hospital Department G: 
AAS teachers purchased 10 new electric Omron inhalers for the 
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ άDέ ŀǘ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƻǾǎƪŀ tǳƭƳƻƭogy Hospital in 2004. 
The amount spent was 2000 leva 
Students decided to release a sum from the Community Service 
Fund for the purchase of new sets of bed sheets for all beds in 
the department; chairs, hangers, books and toys.  
 

Public Recognition 
A certificate of recognition from Mr. Dimi Panica, Free 
Democratic Bulgaria Foundation;  Central European Educational 
Schools Association (CEESA), awarded AAS with USD 500 for the 
construction of new playground at the Faith, Hope and Love 
Center. The sum was used for further community service 
activities. 
 

Project Value:  BGN 59,100 for the last 5 years. 
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