The IB Diploma Program Promotes:

e Intellectual rigor and high academic
standards

e International understanding and
responsible citizenship

e Critical and compassionate thinking;
learning by doing and problem solving

e Lifelong learning — emphasis on how
students learn

e Informed participation in local and world
affairs

e A respect for the variety of cultures and
attitudes that makes for the richness of life

e A cross-disciplinary approach to learning

Who is the IB Diploma Program designed
for?

¢ Highly motivated students

¢ College bound students

e Students seeking the challenge of well-
rounded, rigorous, international
curriculum

e Students seeking an international
university admissions credential
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IBDP courses at AAS-Sofia for students
entering grade 11, August 2009:

Group 1: Language Al
English (SL/HL)
Bulgarian (HL)

Group 2: Second Language
Spanish, ab initio/ B (SL)
French, ab initio/ B (SL/HL)

Group 3: Individuals and Societies
History (HL)
Business and Management (SL/HL)

Group 4: Experimental Sciences
Biology (SL/HL)
Chemistry (SL)

Group 5: Mathematics and Computer Science
Mathematics (SL)
Mathematics (HL)

Group 6: The Arts
Visual Arts (SL/HL)

Three core components:
mandatory and central to the
Diploma Program. *

Extended essay (EE)

“The extended essay has a prescribed limit of
4,000 words. It offers the opportunity to
investigate a topic of individual interest, and
acquaints students with the independent
research and writing skills expected at
university.”

Theory of knowledge (TOK)

“The interdisciplinary TOK course is designed
to provide coherence by exploring the nature
of knowledge across disciplines, encouraging an
appreciation of other cultural perspectives. “

Creativity, action, service (CAS)
“Participation in the school’s CAS program
encourages students to be involved in artistic
pursuits, sports and community service work,
thus fostering students’ awareness and
appreciation of life outside the academic arena.”

* http://www.ibo.org/diploma/slidec.cfm

Students take six academically rigorous 2-year
long courses chosen from the IBDP groups: 3
subjects at the higher level (HL) and 3 at the
standard level (SL).

The IB Diploma is recognized by the world’s
leading universities.

Mrs. Ana Leahy, IBDP Coordinator
Email: aleahy@aas-sofia.org
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